oes the world really need a global allergy organization? As the individual honored to be president of the World Allergy Organization (WAO) at this exciting time in the organization's history, you would not expect my reply to be anything other than a resounding YES! But the undeniable fact is that allergy continues as a growing problem in most areas of the world, and a major global problem requires a coordinated global response.
that require the skill sets and special knowledge of the allergistVDrug Allergy, Anaphylaxis, Immunotherapy, the Effect of Climate Change on Allergy, Clinical Trials in Allergy and Immunology, Food Allergy, Allergy Diagnosis. No other global organization is better placed to consider, advise upon, and educate the world about these important topics.
The fourth role of WAO is to act as the global voice of allergy. We represent allergy at the World Health Organization, and our collaboration with the World Health Organization, in particular through the Global Alliance against Chronic Respiratory Disease (GARD) program, is another area where a global voice for allergists adds particular value. Our research council is working with GARD to identify gaps in our knowledge about the epidemiology of allergic diseases and to devise low-cost diagnostics for allergic diseases.
The World Wide Web has given us an increasingly valuable tool to communicate on a regular basis with allergists around the world and to provide information and resources to anyone with an interest in allergy. Our Web site www.worldallergy.org provides a wealth of freely available information and educational materials, including slide sets on major allergy topics, and Continuing Medical Education programs. The WAO Journal is our most recent innovation, and we hope you are enjoying your complimentary issues.
Facilitating WAO in these tasks, we have the resources of the world's leading allergy experts as volunteer members of the WAO Board of Directors and the WAO Councils and Committees.
I hope I have convinced you of the need for a global allergy organization, which is also your organization! G. Walter Canonica President World Allergy Organization
